Conceptual Model for Corundum Genesis in Eastern Australian Highlands
(Not to scale, simplified from Oakes, Barron & Lishmund)

m Australia

Subducted slab

When the tectonic plates collided, the thinner (oceanic) plate was dragged
down at a shallow angle beneath the thicker (continental) plate, trapping a
subducted slab beneath the solid part of the continental crust.

(The crust is the upper, rigid portion of a plate.)
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(Note:
Examples of each of the modes of occurrence of corundum shown in the above diagram have been verified by the Department of Mineral Resources)



